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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims andbr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
ancbbr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 
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beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b. □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 
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Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report m 

1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-23 

Claims, Numbers 
1-24 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. ; 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability „ . 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non- 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 
El claims Nos. 1-6 (partial) 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does 
not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

H the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 1 -6 (partial) are 
so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

see separate sheet 

S the claims, or said claims Nos. 1-6 (partial) are so inadequately supported by the description that no 
meaningful opinion could be formed. 

12 no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 1 -5 (IA) 

□ the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 



□ the tables related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 



□ 



does not comply with the standard 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


10 




No: 


Claims 


1-9 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


10 




No: 


Claims 


1-9 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


3,4,6-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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1. Re Item III. 

Claims 1 , 2, 5, relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered 
by the provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be 
formulated with respect to the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these 
claims (Article 34(4)(a)(i) PCT). However, although not required under the 
provisions of the PCT, an opinion will be given with respect to novelty and 
inventive step. 

Furthermore, due to the expression "conditions in which modulation of the alfa-7 
nicotinic receptor is beneficial", present claims 1-6 relate to an extremely large 
number of possible diseases. Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or 
disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a 
very small proportion of the diseases claimed. In the present case, the claims so 
lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search 
over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Consequently, the search has 
been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be supported and 
disclosed, namely those parts relating to the diseases explicitly mentioned in claim 
2. The present opinion is limited to the subject matter which has been searched. 

2. Re Item V. 

The following document have been cited in the search report. Where reference is 
made to them, the following numbering is used; unless otherwise indicated, 
reference is made to the passages mentioned in the Search Report: 

D1 : WO 98/341 1 1 A (TREGA BIOSCIENCES INC) 6 August 1998 ', 

D2: DATABASE REGISTRY CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS SERVICE, COLUMBUS, OHIO, US; 

1998, XP002291 222 
D3: US-A-3 631 050 (ELSLAGER EDWARD F ET AL) 28 December 1 971 
D4: DATABASE CHEMCATS CHEMICAL ABSTRACT SERVICE, COLUMBUS OHIO, US; 

Accession Number: 2001:2073353 23 April 2003, XP002291223 
D5: DATABASE CHEMCATS CHEMICAL ABSTRACT, OHIO; 2002, AN: 1 940051 - 1 940080; 

XP002291224 

2.1 Novelty 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 ,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, is not new in the sense of Article 
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33(2) PCT. 

D1 discloses pharmaceutical compositions comprising compounds falling in the 
definition of the compounds of formula I in claim 1 , 3 and 6, and their use for the 
treatment of pain. In view of this prior art, the subject matter of claims 1-6 is not 
new. 

D3 discloses pharmaceutical compositions comprising compounds falling in the 
definition of the compounds of formula I in claim 3. In view of this prior art, the 
subject matter of claims 3 is not new. 

D4 discloses a compound falling among the list of claim 9. In view of this 
disclosure claims 7, 8, 9 are not new. 

D5 discloses a number of compounds falling in the definition of claims 7 and 8. in 
view of this prior art, the subject matter of claims 7 and 8 is not new. 

Z£ Inventive step ( Art.33(3) PCT) 

The claimed subject matter which is new appears to involve an inventive step. 
2.3 Industrial application 

Claims 1 ,2,5 relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered by 
the provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be formulated 
with respect to the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these claims 
(Article 34(4)(a)(i) PCT). 
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